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not discoverable, or distinguishable from native white, But I beg leave to assure them, that, however well-prepared the colour may be, or however skilful the band that lays it on, it is immediately discovered by the eye at a considerable distance, and by the nose upon a nearer approach; and I overheard the other day, at the Coffee-house, Captain Phelim M'Manus complaining, that when warm on the face, it had the most nauseous taste imaginable. Thus, offensive to three of the senses, it is not, probably, very inviting to a fourth.
Talking upon this subject lately with a friend, he said that, in his opinion, a woman who painted white gave the public a pledge of her chastity, by fortifying it with a wall, which she must be sure that no man would desire either to batter or scale. But, I confess, T did not agree with him as to the motive, though I did as to the consequences; which are, I believe, in general, that they lose both operam et oleum. I have observed that many of the sagacious landlords of this great metropolis, who let lodgings, do, at the beginning of the winter, new vamp, paint and stucco the fronts of their houses, in order to catch the eyes of passengers, and engage lodgers. Now, to say the truth, I cannot help suspecting that this is rather the real motive of my fair countrywomen, when they thus incrust themselves. But, alas I those outward repairs will never tempt people to inquire within. The cases are greatly different; in the former they both adorn and preserve, in the latter they disgust and destroy.
In order, therefore, to put an actual stop to this enormity, and save, as far as I am able, the native carnations, the eyes, the teeth, the breath, and the